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Dimensions
Bernadus and his gorgeous Cinema-in-the-Attic!
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It is inevitable, audiophiles do progress with time - 
from hifi in the bedroom or dorm to a dedicated custom home entertainment 
room - as and when the means to do so comes along. Acquiring a new house 
or apartment means deciding which room will be the one place where music 
and movies are enjoyed in exclusivity, anything else in between is merely in a 
state of transition.

That can only mean there’s a need for professional expertise - builders and 
sound specialists to design, build and commission the media room. Bernadus, 
a professional in the finance industry has just rebuilt his house, tucked away 
at an exclusive residential area. Though he has a home entertainment room 
prior to the rebuild, he has provisioned for a bigger room this time – to house 

a larger anamorphic screen. The attic was his choice – it has the size required 
as a dedicated AV media room and Sound Decisions, who built his previous 
home cinema room has once again, been awarded the contract to design and 
build the new media room. 

The room is squarish, has a low sloped ceiling Isn’t it an attic?, acoustically 
the room struck an ideal balanced between too ‘live’ or too ‘dead’. The 
combination of concrete walls, soft curtains with wood paneling on the walls 
and floors must have worked to distribute the resonance evenly across the 
room. The first order of the day is the room control system - here Bernadus’ 
choice is the Control4 system to automate the Home Entertainment room – 
the lighting, audio/video, air-conditioning, curtains and blinds are controlled 

The sound system comprises a 5.1 setup using Bel Canto power amplifiers 
and BG Radia in-wall loudspeakers. There were four BG Radia in-wall 
subwoofers in the system – two for the front channels and another 2 for the 
rear channels. The idea of using multiple subwoofers, each subwoofer plays 
at a lower level than a single subwoofer setup, enables even distribution of 
the low frequencies in the room to avoid peaks and dips. THX Ultra-2 
certification also requires 4 units of these subwoofers. A Marantz AV7005 AV 
Control unit (meaning this does not have built-in amplifiers but function as an 
AV preamp) is the system controller - source switching, sound modes 
selection and so on.

The BG Radia inwall loudspeakers are elegant solutions for a multi-speaker 

system. They come in many forms from small 2-way inwalls to full-length 8 feet 
high inwalls with line source using ribbon tweeters, ribbon midrange and 
dynamic woofers. The midsized LA-600 is a 3-way six foot height inwall, 
coupled with a matching CC-400 center channel. The surround channels are 
the BG Radia CC-LCR. The front Left, Right and center speakers are each 
driven with a monobloc Bel Canto Reference 1000M while the surround has a 
stereo Bel Canto REF500S. Bel Canto amplifiers come in small compact 
‘shoebox’ cases measuring no more than 12 inches for its longest dimension – 
its depth! The high power output can be attributed to its design – Class D 
digital amplifiers. The most powerful amplifier in the range, the REF1000M is 
rated at 500 watts into 8 ohms and doubles to 1000 watts into 4 ohms. Bel 
Canto even claims the amplifier is stable into 2 ohms! That should drive any 
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